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Workshop Mountain Environmental Education 

in Alpine Protected Areas



What’s ERA

People from 3 Alpine 
parks:

- knowing each other

- comparing and 
sharing their 
experiences

- thinking about a 
possible common 
future

-playing and enjoying 
their time together

3 topics:

-typical products

-tourism

-education



Beginning: 2004

Goals:
-knowing each other
-knowing the 2 parks, 
their role and 
characteristics
-share a common 
experience about 
nature
-fight against cultural 
and language barriers

Environmental education in ERA project



How it works
3 exchanges every 
year, one visit to each 
park (about 50 pupils 
9-10 yrs old/each park)

Hosting park organises 
and coordinates 
activities

Rangers and nature 
guide lead the groups

Rangers and nature 
guide know language 
of accompanied group

Activities: from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Visit to a part 
of the park or to some 
cultural feature in the 
morning and common 
activities, with mixed 
groups, in the 
afternoon



Results

More than 2.500 
pupils involved in the 
activities

More knowledge about 
ERA parks and their 
role not only for the 
children but even for 
their families

Local organisations 
(municipalities, 
associations, …) 
helping

Motivated teachers



Problems

Problems:

-too little time for 
common activities and 
to create real mixed 
group
-language barriers still 
existing
-difficulty to involve 
teachers while 
programming activities
- lack of financial 
resources



Thanks for your attention


